
4/16/24, 10:54 AM Capitalist Realism: Main exhibition of the Thessaloniki PhotoBiennale 2018 | thmphoto

https://www.thmphoto.gr/?p=7027&lang=EN 1/3

PHOTOBIENNALE / ARCHIVE

HOME EXHIBITIONS ACTIVITIES COLLECTION THE MUSEUM NEWS – ANNOUNCEMENTS
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A man floats in the 57th-floor swimming pool of the Marina Bay Sands Hotel, with the
skyline of Central the Singapore financial district, behind him. Singapore
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ΜΦΘ, κ. Ηρακλή Παπαϊωάννου.
Προαπαιτούμενο: προχωρημένο
επίπεδο.

Για ραντεβού καλέστε Δευτέρα-
Παρασκευή 09.00-17.00 στο
2310566716.
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In this year’s Thessaloniki PhotoBiennale 2018, the central exhibition entitled

“Capitalist Realism“, which is structured in two large sections, at the Thessaloniki

Museum of Photography and the Contemporary Art Center of Thessaloniki, is

curated by Penelope Petsini, assisted by Fotis Milionis.
Capitalist Realism is broadly inspired by the term Mark Fisher introduced in his
eponymous book. Following Frederic Jameson’s infamous dictum that
postmodernism has been the cultural logic of late capitalism, capitalist realism could
be understood today as the cultural logic of TINA –Margaret Thatcher’s self-fufilling
prophecy that “There Is No Alternative” which proved to be the most succinct slogan
for the modern capitalist system one could ever imagine. Living in an endless
“eternal now”, we no longer seem able to imagine a future that might be different
from the present. As several scholars have put it, “It is easier to imagine the end of
the world than the end of capitalism”.

Future Perfect – Extended until 10 April 2019
In the first part, the exhibition focuses on the capitalist system from 1989 onwards,
after the collapse of the so-called Socialist Bloc and the banking crises that followed
which reinforced it rather than undermining it. In general terms, this part illustrates
how capitalism has since successfully presented itself as the only realistic political-
economic system even when at its most pitilessly predatory, namely the recent
economic crisis in South Europe. It includes works dealing with the internal
contradictions of a class-divided system: bourgeoisie and working class; poverty and
wealth; growth and crisis; industrial development and ecological disaster.

Participating artists: Carlos Ayesta & Guillaume Bression (VE/FR), Manolis
Baboussis (GR), Stefen Chow & Lin Huiyi (SG/CN), Kostas Christopoulos (GR), Petros
Efstathiadis (GR), Greg Girard (CA), Nick Hannes (BE), Jacqueline Hassink (NL),
Mishka Henner (UK), Christos Kapatos (GR), Panos Kokkinias (GR), Johnny Miller
(US), Richard Misrach (US), Sejin Moon (UK), Freya Najade (DE/UK), Trevor Paglen
(US), Mark Peterson (US), Paris Petridis (GR), Anna Skladmann (DE), Carlos Spottorno
(ES), Julian Stallabrass (UK), Paolo Woods & Gabriele Galimberti (IT), Rufina Wu &
Stefan Canham (HK/DE)

Past Continuous
This second part of the exhibition approaches capitalism’s exploitative aspects in
historical terms, describing or reflecting on an age of authoritarian regimes we seem
to have moved beyond, and emphasising the dichotomies between centre and
periphery, colonial and colonised, and so forth. The works here address the system
through the dependence scheme, and many of them do so by negotiating the
archival and its connection to public history and memory.

Participating artists: Paula Luttringer (AR), Susan Meiselas (US), Ang Song Nian
(SG), Jannis Psychopedis (GR), Rosângela Rennó (BR), Andrea Stultiens (NL), Marvin
Tang (SG), Woong Soak Teng (SG), Nikolas Ventourakis (GR), Robert Zhao (SG)

Adjusted opening hours during
Christmas time @MOMus-
Thessaloniki Museum of Photography
“View Master”: Visual literacy seminar
at MOMus-Thessaloniki Museum of
Photography
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Capitalist Realism – Future Perfect

Duration: 28/09/2018 – 10/04/2019 Opening: 28/09/2018, 20:00

Venue: Thessaloniki Museum of Photography
Opening hours: Tuesday-Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 11:00-19:00, Friday 11:00-
22:00

with the support of Goethe Institute in Thessaloniki

Capitalist Realism – Past Continuous

Duration: 28/09/2018 – 25/10/2018 Opening: 28/09/2018, 20:00

Venue: Contemporary Center of Thessaloniki
Opening hours: Tuesdeay, Wednesday, Friday-Sunday 10:00-18:00, Thursday 10:00-
22:00

Curation: Penelope Petsini

Assistant curator: Fotis Milionis

*Photo: Paolo Woods – Gabriele Galimberti, Marina Bay Sands Hotel, Singapore,
from the series «The Heavens», 2015, Capitalist Realism | Future Perfect, ThMP
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