
Colleen Heslin: Needles and Pins

January 23 - May 8, 2016

Opening reception: Friday, January 22, 6-10pm

Colleen Heslin’s paintings resonate with the tension of material and gestural complexity. Successfully fusing thought and action, the work dismantles material hierarchy by providing equal space to art and craft.

Considering formal abstraction and craft-based methods of mark making, Heslin’s work thoroughly explores colour, shape, and texture. Constructed out of hand-dyed and ink-stained fabric, the work acknowledges

histories of photography and textiles, and finds connections with the Colour Field painters of the 1960s and 1970s.

Early experiments that led to this current body of work aimed to reduce painting to core support and surface components of fabric, wood, and pigment. The initial stages involved sewing raw canvas, linen, and jute into

compositions to look at the base value of traditional materials and to question their neutrality. The work then expanded beyond the studio, and was invested in various unconventional mark-making techniques on fabric,

which was then collaged and stitched together. Heslin refers to these experiments as moments that pushed her to critically consider her process – specifically dyeing and sewing – as linked to domestic labour, feminism,

and craft, yet also still in relation to painting.
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Colleen Heslin

Colleen Heslin is an artist and independent curator based in Vancouver. With an MFA from Concordia University, Montreal, and a BFA from Emily Carr University, Vancouver, her work explores

medium crossovers between painting, sculpture, fibres, and photography. Heslin was the winner of the 2013 RBC Painting Competition and her work has been exhibited and published in Canada,

USA, and Europe. Heslin founded The Crying Room Projects (1999-2014), which provided an open platform for emerging contemporary art in Vancouver’s downtown eastside.
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PRIVACY & COMMENT POLICY (/PRIVACY-POLICY/)

Contact

4th Floor, 1011 – 9th Avenue S.E.

Inglewood, Calgary, AB, Canada T2G 0H7

info@eskerfoundation.com (mailto:info@eskerfoundation.com)

Tel: 1 403 930 2490

Hours:

Wednesday to Friday, 11-6pm

Saturday & Sunday, 12-5pm

Closed Statutory Holidays.

Admission & Programs (https://eskerfoundation.com/program/current/) are FREE.

          .          (https://www.rainbowconnect.ca/calgary/organizations/esker-foundation?from=badge)
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