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Charles Baudelaire, the 19th Century
poet and art critic, saw the ‘ragpicker’
as an allegorical figure able to convey

the essence of consumer capitalism:

Here we have a man whose job it is to
gather the day’s refuse in the capital.
Everything that the big city has thrown
away, everything it has lost,
everything it has scorned, everything
it has crushed underfoot he
catalogues and collects. He collates
the annals of intemperance, the
capharnaum of waste. He sorts things
out and selects judiciously; he
collects, like a miser guarding a
treasure, refuse which will assume the
shape of useful or gratifying objects
between the jaws of the goddess of

Industry.
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While Alex Tedlie-Stursberg may not
be a ragpicker, he does share with this
allegorical figure the impulse to collect
objects of low material value, often
acquired though thrift, salvage, or
trade. In bricolage fashion, he has
cobbled together an art practice that
elevates and gives new thought to
base material we often take for
granted or ignore such as fragments
of Styrofoam, bottlecaps, cigarette
lighters and copper pennies— in other
words, objects designed to be used
and thrown away. This he combines
with material such as stone, shells,
mortar and safety glass to stage for us
a series of uncanny encounters that
triggers our imagination and lead us to

the edge where city meets the sea.

This strategy of re-evaluating and re-
purposing found objects is equally
pronounced in Tedlie-Stursberg’s
borrowing of a number of aesthetic
traditions such as Art Informel, CoBrA,
Nouveau Realismé and Arte Povera. It
is worth pointing out that these are all
European traditions that stem from a
materialist Existentialism, rather than a
North American Liberal Pragmatism. It
is in that spirit that the curator of the
exhibition has playfully
misappropriated the famous
Situationist slogan Sous les pavés, la
plage graffitied on the streets of Paris

in 1968 to ask what it means to make
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art in this avant-garde tradition after

the failed revolution of ‘68.

Included in the exhibition is a silk-
screen poster by the Dutch CoBrA
artist Karel Appel made at a print
workshop set up in support of the
student uprisings in 1968. In his work,
Appel insisted on mixing serious
politics with child-like gestures that he
saw as reminders of our creative and
ludic potential. This is something that
seems to resonate with Tedlie-
Stursberg’s practice whose work is as
heavy handed as it is whimsical and at
times plain goofy. Like a spiral, the
work in this exhibition does not bring
us closer or farther away from a clear
intention but offers us a pataphysical
logic that keeps its agonistic potential
alive. What appears as smoke rising
from a number of the works in this
exhibition turns out to be aromatic
steam that rises like thought bubbles
from the abject looking bronze and
aluminium sculptures cast from
Styrofoam castoffs found on beaches
and mounted on plywood bases that
have humidifiers installed inside them.
Three different scents drift through the
gallery to be married in a
Duchampian inframince to lure us into

a closer reading of the work.

About the artist:
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Alex Tedlie-Stursberg (b.1980 UK) is a
multidisciplinary artist and educator
who lives and works in Vancouver,
BC.. He works across various
mediums with a key focus on
sculpture and installation. His work
has been exhibited in galleries across
North America and Europe; recent
exhibitions include, Mass Residue,
with Field Contemporary, Vancouver,
BC, (2019) and Utopos, with Deluge
Contemporary Art, Victoria, BC (2020).
This year he was awarded a Digital
Originals grant by the Canada Council
for the Arts and

presented Atmospheric Supply; an
online exhibition of activated

sculptures (2020).

Tedlie-Stursberg did his undergrad
studies in Political Science and
Contemporary Arts at Simon Fraser
University before completing an MFA
at the Glasgow School of Art. He has
worked as a Sessional Instructor with
SFU Contemporary Arts and the
Langara College Visual Arts Program.
In 2021, he will be unveiling public
artworks for Ballard Fine Art and will
be presenting work at Keep in Touch
Gallery, Seoul, Korea, and Plum

Gallery, Toronto, ON.

Tedlie-Stursberg continues to facilitate
a variety of socially motivated projects:
The most recent of these was a

fundraiser for Camp KT, a tent city in
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Vancouver, BC, whereby donations
were raised to provide various
needed supports at the camp such as
heaters, towels, storage tubs, military
tents, sea can rental, and peer

employment.
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